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PC to Break Ground on Thomason Library in January 


~™ round will be broken on PC’s long-anticipated 

_y James H. Thomason, Sr. Library in mid- 
January, and the building is scheduled for com- 
pletion within 18 months. 

The price tag is $1,276,755 (plus some $200,000 
for equipment and architect’s fee), with Cannon 
Construction Company of Newberry the low bid- 
der among eight companies submitting bids on 
November 30. 


PE Center Delayed Several Months 

At this same time, other bids on the proposed 
new physical education center—submitted as part 
of a two-building package—all ran too high. The 
lowest at $1,714,583, also put in by Cannon Com- 
pany, exceeded estimates by $500,000. As a result, 
the PC board of trustees sent the plans back to 
the architect for quick redrawing that would 
bring the cost in line with available funds. A 
delay of several months is anticipated here. 


Meanwhile, work will get underway to erect the 
Thomason Library with capacity for 200,000 vol- 
umes in the center of the PC campus. It will sit 
squarely on the present site of the Kappa Alpha 
house and maintenance shops, in line between 
Laurens Hall and Clinton Hall, with main entrance 
facing into the campus toward Judd Building. 
Six limestone columns will maintain the colonial 
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Architect’s sketch of $1.27 million library to bear the name of James H. Thomason, Sr. (right). 


Georgian architectural style of other buildings. 

The air-conditioned structure of approximately 
45,000 square feet will include three levels of 
facilities designed to enhance the academic pro- 
gram of Presbyterian College. 

The first level will feature the Wilson Learning 
Center (see page four), an extensive reading area 
and a large multi-purpose room for lectures and 
audio-visual presentations. The second level is to 
be composed mainly of books arranged on open 
stacks for student convenience and a comfortable 
reading area. More open stacks will be housed on 
the third level, along with another reading area, 
small study areas, and facilities for special collec- 
tions, archives and seminars. 

This library is being named in honor of James 
H. Thomason, Sr., retired Laurens business leader 
who has given $250,000 toward its construction and 
added a $500,000 deferred gift of real estate. 
Thomason is a self-made business executive who 
achieved his notable success through the auto- 
motive industry, stock market and real estate. 
Both he and Mrs. Thomason, the former Sarah 
Dunlap, are members of the PC board of visitors. 

The maintenance shops are being moved behind 
Greenville Dining Hall into two prefabricated 
metal buildings, and the displaced KA’s will prob- 
ably make their home temporarily in Doyle Build- 
ing while awaiting the new fraternity court. 
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Montgomery Heads 
Board of Visitors 


The Presbyterian College board of visitors pre- 
sented three awards and elected new officers to 
serve for the coming year as the highlights of the 
annual fall board meeting held recently on campus. 

The Chairman’s Cup for distinguished board 
service was presented to retiring board chairman 
Philip H. Dohn, Jr., Atlanta attorney; and out- 
standing service awards for faculty and staff went 
to Dr. Claude Cooler, chairman of the PC psy- 
chology department, and Mrs. Williene R. Hughes, 
secretary to President Weersing. 

John A. Montgomery, Columbia newspaper edi- 
tor, was elected the new chairman of the board of 
visitors, a group of business and professional lead- 
ers serving PC in an advisory capacity. Chosen 


Newly elected board leaders McCall, Mrs. Ferguson, 
Montgomery and Bruce to serve for coming year. 


to serve with him were: Arthur C. McCall, Green- 
ville business leader, South Carolina vice-chair- 
man; J. Leonard Bruce, real estate and textile 
executive, Georgia vice-chairman; and Mrs. R. E. 
Ferguson, Jr., of Clinton, secretary. 


President Weersing presents awards to Dohn (left), Dr. Cooler and Mrs. Hughes for outstanding service. 


Annual Giving Tops $150,000 on December 15 


Moving at a record pace, Presbyterian College’s 
1972 Annual Giving program stood at $150,132 on 
December 15 as it points to the record $180,000 
goal by the January 15 closing date. 

The amount raised thus far from 1,652 alumni 
and friends is running almost 20 percent ahead of 
last year’s pace which produced a new high of 
$165,428 for the 1971 Annual Giving. 

Of the $150,132 contributed so far this year, a 


total of $76,308 has come from 1,164 alumni gifts, 
almost $20,000 from PC Associates (non-alumni 
board members and faculty), $15,544 from non- 
alumni parents and $38,225 from other friends. 

Annual Giving seeks support primarily for the 
current operating budget, with student aid, faculty 
salaries and departmental improvements as the 
main objectives. 

If you have not yet given, consider it today. 


And Ellison McKissick ‘50 Elected Trustee: 


New Officers Named to Alumni Board 


| acer College alumni elections have 
named Ellison S. McKissick, Jr., 50 of Green- 
ville as the new alumni representative to the 
board of trustees and William M. Matthews ’62 of 
Macon, Ga., as president-elect of the PC Alumni 
Association. 

Eleven other former students were chosen as 
1973 officers and directors of the Association in 
the recently tabulated mail balloting among all 
PC alumni. The new leaders were installed during 
the November 4 Homecoming program and will 
assume office in January. 

McKissick, a class of 1950 alumnus who serves 
as president of the Alice Manufacturing Co. of 
Easley, succeeds Ross E. Templeton ’24 of Clinton 
as one of three alumni-elected trustees. Matthews, 
a 1962 graduate who is vice-president and director 
of Belk-Matthews Stores, takes office when the 
current president-elect — Lance, Inc., executive 
vice-president A. F. “Pete” Sloan ’55 of Charlotte— 
automatically moves up to Alumni Association 
president. Sloan succeeds outgoing president 
Harry E. Hicklin, Jr. 48 of Rock Hill, vice- 
president of Standard Life & Casualty Insurance 
Co., who remains on the alumni board as past 
president. 

Miles H. Ferguson ’41, owner-president of Radio 
Station WRLD of West Point, Ga., is the newly 
elected first vice-president. The new district alum- 
ni board members, named for two-year terms, are: 

Georgia District 1 vice-president—Edward D. 
Messer ’59 of Clarkston, Ga., assistant vice- 
president of Atlanta’s Fulton National Bank; di- 
rector—Ike W. Cobb ’65, Atlanta attorney. 


Ferguson ’41 


Little ’49 


Greer ’33 McDougald ’61 


McKissick ’50 


North Carolina District 2 vice-president — Dr. 
Frank R. Johnston ’38 of Winston-Salem, professor 
at Bowman-Gray School of Medicine; director— 
James E. Greer ’33 of Greensboro, senior research 
chemist with Burlington Industries. 

South Carolina District 2 vice-president—Green- 
ville dentist Dr. Henry T. Little 49; and director— 
Douglas C. McDougald, Jr., ’61 of Anderson, vice- 
president of McDougald Funeral Home; district 3 
vice-president—John M. Stewart ’52, Rock Hill 
executive with J. P. Stevens & Co.; and director— 
C. Harrison Clayton ’61 of Gaffney, life manager 
with Insurance Trust Co.; district 5 vice-president 
—C. Cooper Tedder ’52 of Florence, partner in the 
Tedder-Jones Insurance Co.; and director — the 
Rev. J. Calvin Chesnutt ’48, minister of the Harts- 
ville Presbyterian Church. 

Besides the newly elected alumni leaders, ten 
others remain on the board in 1973 for the second 
year of their two-year terms. 


14th Straight Balanced Budget 


PC operated with a balanced budget in 
1971-72 for the 14th consecutive year, the 
auditing firm of S. D. Leidesdorf & Company 
officially reports after its annual several- 
weeks study of the College books. 

The report by the certified public account- 
ants has PC with revenues of $2,954,641 and 
expenditures of $2,952,358 for the past fiscal 
year. President Weersing said gifts and a 
tight operation made the difference. 
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Harrington, Wilson, Weersing and Dilbeck discuss Learning Center. 


Peachtree Church Gives $100,000 To Fund 


Gene Wilson Learning Center in Library 


A $100,000 gift from Atlanta’s 
Peachtree Presbyterian Church 
will underwrite the Eugene T. 
Wilson Learning Center in PC’s 
new library. 

This gift was presented to 
President Marc C. Weersing at a 
special October 1 program at 
Peachtree Church honoring Dr. 
Wilson, a PC alumnus’ who 
served as pastor there 1936-66 
and who also has served as chair- 
man of the Presbyterian College 
trustees and as PC representative 
in Georgia. He earned his degree 
here in 1925. 

Dr. Weersing, in accepting the 
gift, said the Wilson Learning 
Center will be the featured fa- 
cility on the first level of the 
Thomason Library. It will in- 
clude the curriculum laboratory 
and will be at the heart of the 
College’s training in Christian 
higher education. 


PCs Annual Giving 


— balances the budget 


— fuels progress 


J. Austin Dilbeck of Atlanta, 
vice-chairman of the PC trustees, 
represented the board on the 
program. 

The Peachtree Church pro- 
gram was presided over by Dr. 
W. Frank Harrington, a 1957 PC 
graduate who became minister 
there earlier this year. He pre- 
sented the gift with this ex- 
pression from the congregation: 

“We are pleased that our 
church can provide for this Cen- 
ter in tribute to Gene Wilson. It 
is fitting that we do this for two 
reasons: First, his long and de- 
voted association with our church 
makes us want to recognize his 
ministry in this way; secondly, 
his being an alumnus and his 
faithful service as trustee chair- 
man and Presbyterian College 
representative in Georgia make 
the tribute not only fitting but 
logical.” 
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Give before the 1972 fund 
closes on January 15, 1973 


PC Ends Seven-Year Stay 
In Carolinas Conference 


In resigning from the Carolinas 
Conference in early December, 
PC announced plans to maintain 
its intercollegiate sports program 
on the same strict level. 

The board of trustees, in ses- 
sion on campus for its semi- 
annual meeting, approved the 
withdrawal because of unre- 
solved differences over basket- 
ball scheduling. President Weer- 
sing explained: 

“We have enjoyed unusually 
good relationships with all mem- 
bers of the Carolinas Conference, 
especially in football and spring 
sports, and we hope to continue 
our friendly rivalries with these 
teams. However, recent confer- 
ence regulations on basketball 
scheduling make it impossible 
for PC to continue the official 
affiliation. Trustee action came 
upon recommendation of our ath- 
letic department and faculty ath- 
letic committee.” 

Dr. Weersing said the trustees 
authorized Presbyterian to main- 
tain its current grant - in -aid 
structure in line with the 
stringent conference regulations 
which permit 26 total football 
grants over four years, nine 
basketball grants and four total 
grants for spring sports. 

Simultaneously with PC’s de- | 
parture, Newberry College also 
resigned—leaving Catawba, Elon, 
Guilford and Lenoir Rhyne as 
football-playing members. 
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